
A Service of the Word: September 13, 2020 
 
 
Opening Hymn 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  
 
Let us pray.  
We thank you, O God, 
that you have brought us together today to praise you for your goodness and to ask your blessing. 
Give us grace to see your hand in the week that is past and your purpose in the week to come; through 
Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 
Collect 
Almighty God, 
you call your Church to witness 
that in Christ we are reconciled to you. 
Help us so to proclaim the good news of your love, 
that all who hear it may turn to you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 
Amen. 
 
Song of worship 
 
First Reading: Exodus 14:19-31 
 
 
Song of Miriam: A Poem by Rabbi Ruth Sohn 
 
I, Miriam, stand at the sea and turn to face the desert stretching endless and still. My eyes 
are dazzled — the sky brilliant blue, sunburst sands unyielding white. My hands turn to 
dove wings. My arms reach for the sky and I want to sing the song rising inside me. My 
mouth open, I stop. Where are the words? Where the melody? In a moment of panic my 
eyes go blind. Can I take a step without knowing a destination? Will I falter? Will I fall? 
Will the ground sink away from under me? The song still unformed — How can I sing? 
To take the first step — to sing a new song — to close one’s eyes and dive into unknown 
waters. For a moment knowing nothing, risking all — But then to discover the waters are 
friendly. The ground is firm and the song rises again. Out of my mouth come words lifting 
the wind, and I hear for the first time the song that has been in my heart, silent, unknown, 
even to me. 
 
 



Gospel Reading: Matthew 18:21-35 
 
Sermon 
 
Let us confess our faith as we say,  
I believe in God,  
the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the Virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again 
to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  
 
Hymn 
 
Intercessions 
 
Confession 
Dear friends in Christ, 
let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep God’s commandments and to live 
in love and peace with our neighbour.  
 
[a time of reflection] 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are 
truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us, 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your name. Amen.  
 
Merciful God, 
grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, 
that we may be cleansed from all our sins 
and serve you with a quiet mind; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 



 
Gathering our prayers and praises into one, Let us pray as our Saviour taught us:  
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours,  
now and forever. Amen.  
 
Song of Worship 
 
Conclusion 
We pray the doxology together, 
 
Glory to God  
whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more  
than we can ask or imagine. 
Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, 
for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
Organ Postlude 


