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Palm Sunday 5th April 2020 

 

Matthew 21:1-11 

I am coming to the end of a period of self-isolation. I developed a few 

symptoms last week, which were thankfully mild, and I had no temperature. 

Woo-hoo! But whether I had covid-19 or not, there have been times this 

week when I have felt too ill to do anything except sit in front of old movies.  

 

One of which was a film called Bruce Almighty. It’s an interesting film! Bruce 

complains to God that God is unfair! So, God gives Bruce his power so Bruce 

can see if he can do any better. Of course, Bruce believes he can. And what 

does Bruce find? He can’t make people love him. Answering ‘yes’ to 

everyone’s prayer is a disaster. This all leads him to go back to God, and 

hand over his powers with these words: “I want you to decide what’s right 

for me. I surrender to your will”.  

 

That’s quite profound! Can we say the same words?  

 

As we enter Holy Week I find it’s always a good time to take a step back 

from all that is going on and ask ourselves, how are we doing in our walk 

with our Redeemer God?  

 

Of course, the phrase ‘all that is going on’ does not do justice to the 

circumstances we find ourselves in right now. We are in a global pandemic. I 

am sure you saw that the UN has described these days as the most serious 

crisis for the world since the second world war.  

 

It’s a time then to ask ourselves, deeply and personally, how am I doing? 

How do I really feel about all this? How do you really feel about all this?  

 

Each one of us will feel this differently. There is no right or wrong way to 

feel. Fear, sadness, anger are all appropriate feelings. There is a grief 

process in this too, which we must be mindful of. Grief does not afflict us 
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only when a loved one dies. Grief comes and works within us when we are 

dealing with all and any kinds of losses. The loss of not being able to be 

together on a Sunday, to not be able to be with family, the loss of a job, of 

income, even to being deprived of an Oilers’ game, a trip to a favourite 

coffee shop – all of these are just a fraction of the kinds of things that could 

be activating a grief response within.  

Shock, doubt, disbelief, anger are the first stages of the grief process. Be 

mindful of how all that is working in you. 

 

With all this uncertainty, it feels very important to us and perfectly 

understandable, even reasonable and entirely logical, that we do all we can 

to control and manage what we can, that we are safe and that we protect 

ourselves and our loved ones. 

 

So, today, as we consider Jesus riding into Jerusalem, on a donkey, on a 

path that he knows will lead to the cross, is he - for reasons that are 

perfectly understandable, reasonable and entirely logical - doing all he can 

to control and manage things, keeping himself and his loved ones safe and 

protected? 

 

The answer to that is ‘no.’ 

Jesus’ trust illustrates the way of our discipleship. The lifelong journey of 

discipleship is to increasingly hand every part of our lives over to God, 

including our inner human need to control our circumstances, keep ourselves 

out of danger, and protect our loved ones. 

 

Let me be clear here. I am not saying we throw caution to the wind or take 

silly risks. I am not saying we ignore protecting our loved ones. But Jesus 

models to us the complete handing over of his safety, his future, his well-

being. He did not trust that God would keep harm from him. He trusted that 

God would be with him when harm came. He trusted God completely about 

everything! 
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In our reading in Isaiah, we see how Isaiah hands himself over to what God 

would bring his way even though it means suffering, for he knows that God 

will help him through it.  

 

Is 50, 6-7 

6 I offered my back to those who beat me, 

    my cheeks to those who pulled out my beard; 

I did not hide my face 

    from mocking and spitting. 
7 Because the Sovereign LORD helps me, 

    I will not be disgraced. 

 

The Psalmist shares the same trust in God. This is Psalm 31: 14-16 

 

But I trust in you, LORD; 

    I say, “You are my God.” 
15 My times are in your hands; 

    deliver me from the hands of my enemies, 

    from those who pursue me. 
16 Let your face shine on your servant; 

    save me in your unfailing love. 

 

Again, a complete handing over of everything into God’s hands.  

 

We know as Christians that we are called to grow more and more in our 

trust of God. We learn throughout our lives more and more of what this 
means. But it is hard. Why? The Bible is clear that we are called to trust! 

And we take our bible seriously! Yet that doesn’t make it easy. We might be 

hard on ourselves if we struggle with this. Please don’t! 

But why is it a struggle? 

 

This is not about ‘head knowledge’. You see, people think their beliefs 

dictate their behaviour, that their theology shapes their actions. Oh no. It is 

what we value that shapes our behaviours. What do our lives say about what 

we value?  
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Do we value Jesus? We would say ‘of course.’ 

Is it His values that prompt our behaviour? Again, we’d say ‘of course!’ 

But do our actions always say the same? Are we inclined, particularly when 

we are under stress, to value something else? Such as doing those things 

that help us feel more in control, safer, protecting ourselves or others, 

gaining approval or the affection of others? 

 

It is this inner inclination that Cranmer brilliantly described in the confession 

in the BCP as ‘the devices and desires of our own hearts’.  

 

To tease this out further, we look to Jesus. What values do we see Jesus 

displaying as he rides in Jerusalem and throughout the events that lead to 

his crucifixion?  

Jesus did not give us, in our culture which values success, what our society 

would call ‘a winner’s script’. 

He rides in as King, yet: 

He rides on a donkey… 

Riding to his death… 

He loves his enemies 

Carrying His Cross 

 

He overcomes evil but even then doesn’t do it in a way we’d expect. 

Certainly not by doing, seeing or speaking evil…. impossible! Neither does he 

flee from it. Jesus overcomes evil by absorbing it, letting it wreak havoc on 

his body; he does not want to hang there on the cross, where there is no 

certainty, but he forgives sinners and then says in hope and trust,  “Father 

into your hands I commit my spirit”. 

 

This is impossible to do this without grace, without the Spirit. It’s impossible 

if we don’t value the ways of the Father above our own. 

This is what Jesus powerfully models to us.  



5 

So at this time of great uncertainty, what does it mean to trust God? What 

does success look like for the Lord’s people at this time?  

 

Paul makes it clear in Philippians 2.  

“Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6 who, 

though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to 

be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being 

born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human form, he humbled 

himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.”  

 

Jesus is our model. This is how we are to live. 

 

Which means in practice we choose to respond in these days as befits the 

Lord’s followers; dearly loved and uniquely created people who have been 

redeemed by the grace and love of God and who are called to share the 

message of that grace with others.  

 

To hand ourselves over to God at this time, more fully than perhaps we have 

done before. It is to hand ourselves over to not just God’s will but God’s 

ways, which are not our own.  

 

It is to pray our socks off that Jesus would help us to see the devices and 

desires of our own hearts that cause us to hold onto values that hinder us 

from fully taking hold of his.  

 

For us at St. John’s, success during these days is whether we, you and me, 

are growing and being obedient to the Lord.  

 

It is to remember, too, that we have a message of love, grace, comfort and 

hope that I think our friends and neighbours need to experience.  

 

Let’s live it! To the Glory of His Name.  


