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April 26th – Luke 24:13-35 
 
It’s good to be together as we continue in looking at the resurrection 
appearances of Jesus.  
 

How are you doing? I was noting I am going to need a 
haircut soon, otherwise I’ll end up looking like 
Christopher Lloyd in ‘Back to the Future’. 
 
 
Firstly though, thank you for the feedback on last 
Sunday’s sermon. We are continuing in the same vein 
in the coming weeks. This sermon builds on last week. 
We saw how Jesus appeared to the disciples and said, 
 

‘Peace be with you. As the Father sent me so I send you’. John 20:21 
 
And by way of a trailer I shared that the Latin word for ‘sends’ is ‘missio’, 
from which we get the word ‘mission’.  
 
Now, Luke 24! The action starts with two people walking to Emmaus, 11 km 
north west of Jerusalem. 
 
What do we know about these two? They were there in the house with the 
other disciples first thing on that resurrection morning! They heard the 
report of the women who had found the tomb empty. They heard John and 
Peter report that they too could confirm that the tomb was empty. 
 
How do we know this? They tell Jesus this very story, without knowing at the 
time that it is Jesus! 

 
“Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the 
tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body there, 
they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of 
angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us 
went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they 
did not see him.”  Luke 24:22-24 

 
In spite of this bombshell news, that Jesus’ body has disappeared, the two 
decide to leave, which gives weight to the theory that we discussed last 
week: there is a lot of anxiety in this house due to fear that the Chief 
priests, having crucified Jesus, are now coming for his followers.  
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Again, I am speculating. But I don’t have to speculate about the reaction of 
the hearer.  

“Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of 
heart to believe all that the prophets have declared!’” Luke 24:25 

      
The ‘oh’ there does not do justice to the phrase in the original language. It’s 
a cry of exasperation. It’s a groan of frustration that these things were not 
obvious! So he explains: 
 

“Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to 
them the things about himself in all the scriptures.” Luke 24:27 

 
I wonder what that conversation was like? I’d love to have been a fly on the 
wall. This is the effect it had upon the two listening: 
 

They (later) said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us 

while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the 
scriptures to us?” Luke 24:32 

 
So, having walked with Jesus and finally recognizing him, verse 33 tells us 
that very hour they head back to Jerusalem.  
 
Then Jesus appears yet again - in verses 36-49. And, just like last week, the 
first words he says are: ‘Peace be with you’.  
Then, after showing them his hands and feet, and eating a piece of fish, he 
says this: 
 

 “‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—
that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, 
and the psalms must be fulfilled.’ Then he opened their minds to 
understand the scriptures, and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that 
the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and 
that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his 
name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.’”  
Luke 24:44-47 

 
So, as with the two on the road to Emmaus,  Jesus explains to them that 
what has happened was written in the Scriptures as well as what is supposed 
to happen next: that the wonderful news of God’s redeeming love is to be 
taken to all nations.  
 
It’s similar to last week, eh! Just as in John’s gospel, Luke records Jesus 
declaring the same words of peace, showing them his hands and feet and 
then sending them to continue the same task for which the Father sent him.  
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I have observed that it is very easy for us to miss or undervalue this 
missional emphasis in the biblical account of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
  
We so often focus, understandably, on verses 45 – 46. Yay! Jesus is the One 
promised who has indeed redeemed us by His death and now he is our Risen 
Lord!  
 
But that is not all Jesus opens their minds to… 
He doesn’t just explain to them that his suffering, death and resurrection 
were written of in the Old Testament - but also that repentance, forgiveness 
and the good news proclaimed in His name to all nations is there in the Old 
Testament, too. We forget the ‘send’ bit. 
 
So verses 44-47 are really important. They remind us The Old Testament 
has a messianic thrust that is fulfilled in Jesus but also has a missional 
thrust. Throughout the Old Testament and New Testament we see God’s 
missional purposes inextricably intertwined with his saving and redeeming 
work. 
 
Using the illustration of ‘being light’, here is just one example of how the 
redeeming and missional thrusts of the Bible intertwine. 
 
When prophesying of the one to come, Isaiah says this: 

“I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach 
to the end of the earth.” Isaiah 49:6 

 
Jesus describes himself as the Light of the World: 
 

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of 
life.” John 8:12 

 
Jesus then describes someone else as the light of the world. You! 
 

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.” 
Matthew 5:14 

 
And what is the purpose of us being the light of the world? 
 

“In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may 
see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.” 
Matthew 5:16 

 



4 
 

So that our God’s salvation might reach to the ends of the earth, which 
sounds like it includes all nations to me. 
 
So as you can see, God’s redeeming work is intertwined with his missional 
purposes. 
 
Jesus clearly expects the disciples to understand this and connect the two. 
‘It is written,’ he says, and opens their minds to see those two intertwined 
strands.  
 
This has profound implications for us, even in the middle of a pandemic, for 
it shapes not just what Jesus wants us to know and understand, but also 
who we are in Him and how he wants us to live.  
 
Are you feeling a little directionless, adrift, somewhat discombobulated? It’s 
inevitable that we find ourselves wondering how long this situation is going 
to go on for. As more details emerge, we have to recalibrate our hopes and 
expectations. It looks like we might be in this situation for some time, 
certainly much longer than I considered in mid-March. So in this state of 
uncertainty and discombobulation, where does Jesus meet us? 
 
He meets us here, now, in this present moment. You may recall in Holy 
Week we considered how Jesus surrenders himself to God, being mindful of 
the obedience and trust God asks of us here and now, in this present 
moment!  
 
These present moments are tough. But it is here that God calls us to trust 
him.  
 
We so often remember his wonders in our lives in the past, and rightly! We 
trust he has our future in his hands. But it’s now and only in the here and 
now that he calls us now to trust him. And what would God have of us now?  
 
Remember we are loved. Remember that his Peace is with us. And that as 
the Father has sent Jesus so Jesus sends us so that repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations. 
 
Jesus has a job for you and me. Jesus desires that we be his words of love, 
grace and truth, his voice of peace and comfort, his hands and feet of help, 
healing and forgiveness into a world that desperately needs it.  
 
But let’s not think of the whole world. Let’s just think of the people we know, 
our family, friends, work colleagues and neighbours. It’s to them that we are 
sent. We can be Jesus to them, to be a blessing, to pray without ceasing, to 
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care and pick up the phone, drop something they need on their doorstep. 
We can do all these things. We are sent to be a blessing, salt and light.  
 
All of this is an expression of who our God is. A God who reaches out in love 
and grace. It’s the story of the whole Bible. 
 
I love this quote from Christopher Wright. 
 

“The whole Bible renders to us the story of God’s mission through 
God’s people in their engagement with God’s world for the sake of the 
whole of God’s creation.” 
 

God’s love and grace has found us. It has found you. God’s love for you is 
constant and has not disappeared or waned during this pandemic. He wants 
others to know the same love we have found.  
 
And what happens when we trust God with this? He meets with us, enables 
us and blesses us. I can’t tell you how often, even in the midst of 
challenging times, when I have felt I had nothing to give, that allowing Jesus 
to use me as a source of blessing to others has so blessed me. 
 
So one of the best things we can do with our grief and loss in these 
challenging days is to hand ourselves over to God’s purposes, these 
missional, missio – apostolos – sending purposes. We are sent to be a 
blessing. Go and be one and thus experience yourself, too, being blessed. 
For as Jesus says in another gospel: “Go… and I will be with you always, to 
the very end of the age.” 
 
May God, who holds you fast, bless you in all your endeavours in His name. 
Peace be with you. 
 
 


