
Liturgy: The Eighth Sunday After Pentecost (July 26, 2020) 
 
Welcome 
 
Opening Hymn 
 
O Lord, open our lips 
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 
Give us the joy of your saving help 
and sustain us with your life-giving Spirit. 
 
Lord, our God, 
where is there another God like You— 
a God of justice and unfailing love, 
who stands by every promise made to His people, 
generation after generation? 
There is no other. 
You alone are God. 
 
And so we gather together, even though we are physically apart, to worship You: 
to give You thanks, 
to proclaim Your greatness, 
to sing Your praise, 
to seek Your face, 
and to celebrate Your faithful presence with us. 
 
We pray that Your Spirit would guide and inspire our worship. 
Open our mouths to sing and speak Your praise, 
open our ears to hear Your Word, 
open our eyes to see You at work among us, 
open our hearts to receive Your love. 
 
We offer ourselves to You, in the name of Jesus Christ, 
our Saviour and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Song of Worship 
 
Word of God 
 
First Reading: Genesis 29:15-28 
 
Psalm: Psalm 105:1-11, 45c  



 
 1 O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, 
    make known his deeds among the peoples. 
 
2 Sing to him, sing praises to him; 
    tell of all his wonderful works. 
 
3 Glory in his holy name; 
    let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 
 
4 Seek the Lord and his strength; 
    seek his presence continually. 

 

5 Remember the wonderful works he has done, 
    his miracles, and the judgments he has uttered, 
 
6 O offspring of his servant Abraham,  
    children of Jacob, his chosen ones. 
 
7 He is the Lord our God; 
    his judgments are in all the earth. 
 
8 He is mindful of his covenant forever, 
    of the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations, 

 

9 the covenant that he made with Abraham, 
    his sworn promise to Isaac, 
 
10 which he confirmed to Jacob as a statute, 
    to Israel as an everlasting covenant, 
 
11 saying, “To you I will give the land of Canaan 
    as your portion for an inheritance.” 
 
45 that they might keep his statutes 
    and observe his laws. 
Praise the Lord! 
 
Gospel Reading: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
 
Sermon 
 
Affirmation of Faith 
Let us declare our faith in God. 



We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family 
in heaven and on earth is named. 
 
We believe in God the Son, 
who lives in our hearts through faith, 
and fills us with his love. 
 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens us 
with power from on high. 
 
We believe in one God; 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
(cf Ephesians 3) 
 
Second Hymn 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
Confession: 
Our Lord Jesus Christ said: 
The first commandment is this: 
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
with all your soul, with all your mind, 
and with all your strength.’ 
The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ 
There is no other commandment greater than these. 
On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 
Amen. Lord, have mercy. 
 
After a period of reflection 
 
Come, let us return to the Lord and say: 

 
Lord our God, 
in our sin we have avoided your call. 
Our love for you is like a morning cloud, 
like the dew that goes away early. 
Have mercy on us; 
deliver us from judgement; 
bind up our wounds and revive us; 



in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
May almighty God, 
who sent his Son into the world to save sinners, 
bring us his pardon and peace, now and for ever. 
 
Amen. 
 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
Song of Worship 
 
Closing 

We pray the doxology together: 

Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we can ask or 
image. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the church and in Christ Jesus 
now and forever. Amen. 

May we, no matter where we are, no matter what our circumstances are, no matter what 
we are feeling right at this very moment, know deep in our hearts the peace of God. May 
this peace remain with us as we journey through the week, as we face all of the things that 
we must face.  
 
Glory in the holy name of the LORD; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 
Amen. 


