
                                                                      

Sermon series: As we start 2020, all of us in St. John’s continue in transition. Each transition brings its 
own particular challenges into our lives; both as individual members of the St. John’s church family and 
corporately, too. However, the one constant is that our God is unchanging. 
All is well for He is with us. 
So we fix our eyes upon Jesus and how He calls us to work together as His Body, the Church. He desires 
us all to flourish and grow, to the praise and glory of His name.   
Our sermon series from January 12th – March 29th considers the following: 
The Mission of God (January) 
What that Mission means for us all as we follow Jesus (February) 
How Jesus illustrates God's Mission in his life and teaching (March)  

For the Worldwide church: We pray for the Diocese of Lahore, Lagos Mainland & 
Lagos West, Nigeria; Humphery Olumakaiye, B C Akinpelu Johnson, & James Olusola 
Odedeji, Archbishops. In the Diocese of Buyé, Burundi we pray for the priest and 
people of Kayanza parish. 

For the Canadian Church: We pray for the Diocese of Saskatoon; Chris Harper, 
Bishop. In our diocese we pray for the Diocese of Edmonton Educational Chaplain, 

Heather Liddell. We also pray for The Frog Lake First Nation. 

For our parish: We give thanks for our funeral reception ministry and the dedication of the volunteers to 
assist families in their time of need. 

For parish mission: We pray God’s blessing and peace for the people throughout Edmonton who are 
ministered to by SJE’s parish outreach. We give thanks for the members of the outreach committee. 

For those who need healing: Melaine, Samuel & family, Alma, Allyson, Bob, Susan, Sherryl, Mauritz, 
Deon, Christine, Alison, Jane, Wendy, Mike, Elsie, Maria, Diane, Gertrude, Charity; Pat, Sheila, Jill, Floy; 
Hodan, Jan & Eric, Georgina, Juany, Michelle, Cara, Thomas, Wil, Patricia, Rita, Jeuline, Peter, Aggie, Ian, 
Michelle, Ida, Trish, Bonnie and Khalysta. 

Prayers for SJE Group: You are invited to participate in prayer gatherings to pray for SJE. We get 
together on specific Mondays in the Chapel. The next prayer meeting date will be Monday, January 13 at 
1:30pm. 
Need to add someone to the prayer list? We ask parishioners to phone or email the office with requests (780-434-8955 or 
stjohn@sjechurch.ca). It is hard to remember verbal requests that are given on a Sunday morning, so we ask your cooperation 
to ensure we don’t accidentally miss adding someone who is in need of prayer.  PLEASE NOTE: Names will remain on the list 
for 3 weeks usually. If they need continued prayer, please phone to let us know. 

JANUARY OUTREACH COLLECTION – TOILETRIES 
Thank you to all who contributed to the Campus Food Bank collection.  These were 
delivered this past week and were gratefully received. 
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Isaiah 42:1-9 Psalm 29 
Matthew 3:13-17 

The Word     Sundaythis
Leaflets are provided at the 8 am and 11 am services. Those serving at 
9:15 are: Celebrant: Cameron Burns Preacher: Richard King Greeters: 
Treena Chu & Sherryl Hut Music: Resonate Sound: TBA Projectionist: 
Mark Peppler Reader: Steve Jakeway Prayers: Cynthia Boodram 
Administrants:  Fred George, Julie Barnett, Cynthia Boodram, Paul 
Loveridge Prayer Ministry Team:  Jon Thomson, Jane Miller, Janice 
Adamson, Marilea Pattison-Perry Hospitality Hosts: Marlyne Garlough, 
Sandy Braun
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In January we collect toiletries for Hope Mission, Terra Services and Mustard Seed.  Trial sizes are very 
useful for folks who have to carry everything they own everywhere they go.  Others, more fortunate, 
appreciate regular-sized items such as toothbrushes/toothpaste, deodorant, shampoos/conditioners, lip 
balm etc.  Thank you for your support of these monthly collections. 

Need a new calendar for 2020? How about one with beautiful photos of Haiti? We are fundraising to 
build a playground in our partner community of Mategouasse to go with the recently completed school. 
Calendars are $20 and available from any member of the Haiti team, or at coffee on Sundays. THIS WILL 
BE THE LAST WEEK FOR SALES. 

Haiti Child Sponsorship Program 
As of September 2020, all child sponsorships will end. This is partly due to Cachiman's graduation, but 
also due to the fact that FH Canada is discontinuing their work in Haiti. More info is available in a short 
letter (see below). Hard copies are available at back of church. 

Opportunity for spiritual growth: Spiritual growth often occurs when we are able to explore our 
experiences of God with another person, particularly when that person is trained in active and reflective 
listening. This is the main activity and goal of spiritual direction. The Studion School for Spiritual 
Direction is currently seeking volunteers willing to receive spiritual direction from one of our second-
year students as they work to complete their practicum requirement. If this interests you, find out more 
by contacting the Rev. Shelly King at the Synod Office: 780-439-7344 
or reception@edmonton.anglican.ca or email the Studion School directly: thestudionschool@gmail.com 

Dear people of St. John’s  
It’s Tuesday night (Jan. 7th) as I write this…it has taken me this long to become even 
remotely coherent after the send-off you gave us on Sunday! 
We both feel undone—but in the best possible way: your being present in such 
numbers; by your love for us so unreservedly expressed; your heart-felt 
thanksgivings for the life we shared; and by the munificent generosity of the 

communal gifts you gave us. What you did and spoke Sunday was a synopsis and confirmation of the 
richness of our over 20 years of doing life in Christ with you. And why you have been, and will remain 
so dear to us. 

I spoke to you on Sunday (and Carolyn reminded me that I did so rather at length!) of all the 
ways in which we were formed and nurtured in Christ precisely and only because of being with you.  

As with all things in the mystery of our faith, that which is inexpressible can only be expressed 
with words that at best are symbols. For what you showed us on Sunday, and for our whole time at St. 
John’s, we can only try to express the inexpressible with these words—we bless you, thank you, and 
love you. 
In Christ Jesus. 
Don and Carolyn Aellen 

Offering envelopes: please remember to  pick up your offering envelopes for 2020 which are at the back 
of the church. If you have had envelopes in the past and no longer need them (maybe because you are 
doing automatic donations, in which case we are very thankful!) please let the office know. If you have 
not had envelopes in the past but would like some for this year, please contact the office and we will be 
happy to provide them to you. 

Family 
Matters
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Dear St. John’s Parish As you are probably aware, the St. John’s Haiti Parish Partnership has been working 
hard this Fall and Winter to raise funds for our partner communities in Cachiman and Mategouasse. Thank 
you for your interest and support in this endeavour.  

It is time now to communicate that there have been some changes with respect to our partnership with Food 
for the Hungry Canada (FH Can). FH Can made the decision to discontinue operations in Haiti as of 
September 2020. This has many ramifications for us. First, all child sponsorships will end in September 2020. 
Any of our sponsors in Cachiman would have ended at this time due to the graduation of the community 
from the program. Also, this will end our involvement in Haiti as of September. The team has been planning 
a trip for the summer of 2020, and we will continue along this path with the intent of celebrating Cachiman’s 
graduation. And if this is our relationship is ending, we want to end well.  Of course, the political unrest 
currently in Haiti makes a trip uncertain at this point. 

Food for the Hungry USA is continuing to work in the area and will take over the program in Mategouasse. 
We have opened a dialogue with them regarding St. John’s continuing our partnership with Mategouasse, 
through FHUSA. The possibility exists, but there are a few logistical challenges that need to be understood 
and discussed with the church leadership before any commitments are made.  

Please continue to pray with us. Pray for Haiti as a nation as they battle corrupt government, food and gas 
shortages and dangerous civil conditions. Pray for the possibility of our 2020 trip. Pray for a clear path of our 
future involvement with FH and Haiti. 

If you have any further questions, I can be available at church or by email garygoulden13@gmail.com. 

Gary Goulden 

Chair, Haiti Parish Partnership 

Firstly, I want to thank you all so much for last Sunday. I found it a profound privilege to be present 
at such a moving occasion. Thank you to all for the many prayers that clearly surrounded the event, 
for being present and for the many generous offerings of food that were brought.  

Please continue to uphold Don, Carolyn and all of us as we transition into the next phase of the life 
God has in store for us, giving thanks to Him for his presence with us, as so powerfully evident last 
Sunday.  

I now want to update you about the church office. As you know, Sandy retired on November 24th 
and the church office has been magnificently taken care of since then by Sue Philips and a wondrous 
band of volunteers. I have thanked all of them on our behalf. Indeed, they are covering the office in 
January too, which is fantastic!  

So what happens next? 

We need to move to a permanent appointment, but that is going to take some time. So to help her 
have experience in the kind of tasks required for the organizing of a church, Maryann will step into 
the parish life coordinating role for the next while. This is what we are planning: Maryann will 
increasingly acquaint herself with all the tasks required in the work of parish life coordination. She 
will learn from Sue and all the volunteers through January so that, when February comes, she'll be 
ready to 'fly solo.’   

However, she is also doing this while teaching the 'Introduction to the Bible Course' at The King’s 
University. Classes are on Tuesday and Thursday mornings from next week until mid-April. So 
Maryann will not be present in the office on those mornings until the middle of April at the earliest. 
By then we may well have a permanent solution in place. Until then, we are grateful for those who 
continue to volunteer in the office.  

We’ll keep you posted of progress. If you’d like to consider applying for the permanent position, 
please do let me know.  

Thanks for taking the time to read this.  

With every blessing, 

Richard 
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The Coming  Week at  SJE… 
Monday, January 13 
8-11 am Organ practice 
1:30 pm Prayers for SJE - Chapel 
7:30 pm Outreach meeting - Conf rm 

Tuesday, January 14 
7am Men Behaving Godly - Conf rm 
8am - 6pm Organ practice 

Wednesday, January 15 
9am - noon Bible study - Conf rm 
10am Morning Prayer - Chapel 
7pm PMA - Conf Rm/Chapel 
Thursday, January 16 
8am - 4:30pm Organ practice 
9am - noon Moms’ Group - Chapel & Lesser Hall 
9:30am - 1pm Women’s Bible Study - Conf Rm. 
7:30pm  NO Senior Choir practice 

Friday, January 17 
2:30 - 4:30 Organ practice/lessons 
9am-12:30 Marriage prep - Conf Rm 
6:30pm   Band Rehearsal (if need be)- Church 
6-10 pm Jr High sledding - off site 

Saturday, January 18 
9am  Chancel Guild - Church 
1pm - 5 pm  Organ lessons/practice 

Sunday, January 19     
8am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
8:45am  Youth Choir practice - Conf Rm  
9:15am Holy Eucharist (BAS) 
God’s Garden (Nursery, Pre-Kindergarten & 
Kindergarten) and Kids’ Word available 
9:45-10:40 am Senior Choir - Conf Rm 

11am  Holy Communion (BCP) 
4 pm  Southview Community Church   
 Conf. Rm; Great/ Lesser  Hall/Kitchen

Actual Budget Actual YTD Budget 
YTD

Nov 30/19 Nov 30/19 Nov 30/19 Nov 30/19

Collections $56,576 $60,058 $598,557 $676,640
Total 
Receipts $58,200 $61,308 $612,841 $690,390

Total 
Expenses $73,443 $64,876 $710,688 $741,466

Surplus/
(Shortfall) ($15,243) ($3,568) ($97,847) ($51,076)

NOV 2019
for the month Year-to-date

Actual Budget Actual Budget

The flowers in the church  
are given to  

The Glory of God 
and  

in loving memory of  

our mother Anna Kaplan  
from Emily and other siblings 


