
 1 

Sunday 17th May 2020 – John 14:15-21 
 
Sunday 17th May is 38 days to the day since 
Maundy Thursday! That seems a long time ago in 
these strange covid days.  
 
So, 38 days later, we now complete a circle, 
because in preparation for celebrating the 
Ascension of Jesus and Pentecost, our Bible 
passage today and next week goes back to a 
conversation Jesus had with his disciples the night 
of his arrest. John 14, verses 15 and 16 say: 
 

“If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments. And I will ask the Father, and 
he will give you another Advocate, to be with 
you forever.” John 14:15-16 

 
It connects precisely with what we looked at last 
week. We saw Peter grappling to work out these 
words about what loving and keeping Jesus’ 
commandments looks like in practice. Jesus helps 
Peter to understand the reality of words he spoke 
to him before the crucifixion!  
 
Jesus has been equipping his disciples to 
participate in the mission of God from the 
beginning, hasn’t he? In Mark 1 he calls the 
disciples ‘to come, follow me and I will help you 
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fish for people’ and has been alongside them 
encouraging them, teaching, nurturing, mentoring, 
rebuking, explaining, modelling what it means to 
love and obey God, and love and serve others ever 
since.  
 
So when Jesus says he will send another advocate 
what does he mean? Firstly, we need to know what 
that word ‘advocate’ means? Also, some versions 
have ‘counsellor’. Others ‘comforter’. Which is 
correct? Also, what did Jesus have in mind when 
he used that word? We have to try to understand it 
as Jesus meant it, and use it in the same way, not 
the way we use these words today in our culture.  
 
So which is it, for those are very different words?! 
The fact is, we don’t have a single English word 
that captures the breadth of meaning present in 
the Greek.  
 
The Greek word is one you have probably heard 
of: ‘paraclete’ or, to be precise here, parakletos.  
 
‘Para’ in Greek means with, or alongside.  
 
“Kaleo’ is ‘to call’  
 
‘Parakletos’ is the verbal adjective of parakaleo – 
to call alongside.  
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So ‘parakletos’ is someone called to be alongside 
you, to be with you.  
 
The word was used in that day to include a legal 
assistant or ‘advocate’, so it was the language of 
law, of someone assisting you in a law court as an 
advocate, or witness or representative on your 
behalf. Someone who defends, exhorts, 
encourages.  
 
Before we think about what it means regarding the 
Holy Spirit, this is a perfect description of Jesus, 
isn’t it? Someone who encouraged the disciples, 
exhorting them, coming alongside them. He is 
doing it here. He has done it with them from the 
beginning. It’s what he did with Thomas in 
exhorting him to stop unbelieving and believe. He 
encourages Peter to live out his calling.  
 
So when it says, I will ask the Father to send to 
you another parakletos, he is saying I will ask the 
Father to send someone else to come alongside 
you, to encourage, exhort and assist you in my 
place since I am going to the Father; someone like 
me, who will do what I have been doing.  
 
So the Holy Spirit is someone who comes to 
function like Jesus. Someone alongside us.  
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So the word ‘advocate’ is a good word. However, 
the Greek doesn’t quite have the constraints 
around the language of law courts that ‘legal 
advocate’ has in our culture, so we must not put 
too much weight on this legal element.  
 
So does ‘counsellor’ work? If by ‘counsellor' you 
mean our modern usage as someone who listens 
to our problems and then helps us with those 
unresolved issues, then no, ‘counsellor’ does not 
work at all! In the sense of legal counsel, maybe, 
but it is not as good a word as ‘advocate.’  
 
And you may be surprised to hear that ‘comforter’ 
is not a good translation, at least in the way we 
use the word comfort today. It feels nice, but one 
who brings comfort means something very 
different from what it meant when the compilers of 
the King James Version choose the word 
‘comforter.’ Then ‘to comfort’ meant to strengthen 
and encourage. It came from the Latin word 
‘confortare’ which means to strengthen, or 
literally: ‘with strength.’ So for them, ‘comforter’ 
made a lot of sense. Today it sounds like a box of 
Kleenex or a cozy blanket. It makes the Holy Spirit 
sound like someone who will pat us on the head 
and say, “there, there, it will be alright.” 
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You may be thinking, how come the translators 
haven’t kept pace? Well, some have. The ESV uses 
“helper”. That’s not bad. It’s more accurate than 
‘comforter’ or ‘counsellor.’ Some, though, still use 
‘comforter’ or ‘counsellor.’ Why? I believe the 
reason is that we get attached to certain words. 
We come to value and thus treasure them for all 
sorts of reasons. Also, I have observed the 
dominant picture we have of Jesus does seem to 
be that of the Good Shepherd. That caring image 
of Jesus so dominates our thinking that it becomes 
a lens, a hermeneutic, through which we see 
scripture. Thus we see words like ‘parakletos’ 
through a ‘pastoral, caring’ lens. This, is in spite of 
Jesus describing himself in other terms, too, 
though they do not dominate like the pastoral 
language of the ‘Good Shepherd’ does.  
 
Are there other examples of parakletos then being 
translated in the same way? Oh yes! Look at 
second Corinthians chapter 1, verses 3 and 4: 
 

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the 
God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our 
troubles, so that we can comfort those in any 
trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive 
from God.”  2 Corinthians 1:3-4 
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Some versions use ‘console’ instead of ‘comfort,’ 
but in the original language, it’s still ‘parakletos.’  
 
So an amplified translation could read like this:  
 

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the 
God of all encouragement, exhortation and 
strengthening, who comes alongside us, to 
strengthen, encourage and exhort us in all our 
troubles, so that we can be alongside,  
strengthening, exhorting and encouraging 
those in any trouble with the strength, 
encouragement and exhortation we ourselves 
receive from God.” 

 
Rather fuller and even more wonderful, isn’t it? 
 
Jesus is telling them, you and me, that in the Holy 
Spirit we have someone, sent from God, who is the 
Spirit of God, the Spirit of Jesus, who stands 
alongside you, who will be with you, strengthening, 
encouraging, exhorting… not just making you feel 
better.  
 
The next verse in John says this: 
 

“This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world 
cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor 
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knows him. You know him, because he abides 
with you, and he will be in you.” John 14:17 

 
Too often I have observed the Holy Spirit reduced 
to an issue of creedal debate. It’s often because 
when we read the words ‘Spirit of truth’ we think 
of ‘truth’ in teaching, fact and didactic terms. But it 
is about ‘knowing’. The Holy Spirit points us to the 
one who dwells within us. This is about 
relationship. This language is of relationship. The 
Holy Spirit is someone who stands alongside us 
and is with us in good and bad times. It’s 
personal!! This is to be experienced and not 
reduced to head knowledge alone.  
 
In sending the Spirit, Jesus is telling them ‘I am 
sending someone who will be alongside you, to 
strengthen, encourage, exhort, to remind you of 
me: the Way, the Truth and the Life.’  
 
By constantly reminding us of the Truth, Jesus, 
and continually pointing us back to him, the Holy 
Spirit reminds us that it’s Jesus who is the 
beginning and the end and thus is all we need. We 
love him. We must be faithful to him and give 
ourselves to him in humble service in gratitude for 
the grace, love and forgiveness we have received.  
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When Jesus says then, “if you love me you will 
keep my commands,” he is not describing a 
servitude or some kind of conditional relationship. 
He is describing the simple outworking of what it 
means to love Jesus. There is no coercion here. To 
love Jesus, to worship him who is Lord and God, is 
to do as He wishes out of gratitude, and because 
that is where we find our Way, our Truth, our Life. 
 
It’s about surrendering to the will of God, handing 
ourselves over. Let’s be honest. That can be a real 
challenge. This week, I heard surrendering to God 
being described as floating in a river, and the 
river’s current is sweeping us along. We naturally 
try to get out or swim, or at least ensure we are 
not heading for rocks, but to trust Jesus is to just 
relax and trust all is well, for we are abiding in 
him. 
 
Now that is easy when the waters are calm. But 
when choppy…well it might feel a little like this… 
 
 
Ha! I love that. They are all okay by the way.  
 
They had no control of the boat. They just had to 
go with the flow.  
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To flow with him, who is the Living Water, is to be 
like someone floating in a river and thus being 
carried downstream by the current. The easiest 
way to do this is to relax, float and go with the 
flow. He knows where the river is going. It is not 
ours to know. He is in charge. We are to trust. It’s 
easier to float when we relax.  
 
We can spend so much time worrying about what 
is round the next bend that we don’t enjoy the 
presence of Jesus with us. We want to regain some 
semblance of control but, the control we exercise 
is to willingly hand ourselves over. 
 
Instead of trusting and relaxing in the everlasting 
arms that uphold us, we worry we are going to 
drown. Instead of God’s presence and promises, 
we see the swirling water.  
 
And that is how the Holy Spirit helps us. It's not 
about being primarily led into truth so we get our 
doctrine right, although that is not without 
importance, it’s about being constantly reminded 
who the Truth is so we abide in him and thus bear 
good fruit, being encouraged, strengthened, 
exhorted whether the water is smooth or choppy. 
 
So the advocate stands alongside us and says, 
erm…don’t forget I am here.  
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There will be times when the waters are smooth. 
Other times when the waters are rough. It doesn’t 
always feel comfortable. But be at peace. The 
Living One is with you, upholds you and is always 
alongside you.  
 
Parakletos!  
 
Peace be with you! Amen. 
 
 
 
 


