
 Virtual Worship: The Ascension of the Lord (2020-05-24) 
St John the Evangelist Anglican Church 

 
 
Opening Invocation: 
 

 
Alleluia!  Christ is risen. 
The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
 
May his grace and peace be with you. 
May he fill our hearts with joy. 

 
Collect: 
 

Almighty God: your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world to preach the 
gospel of his kingdom in what we say and do. 
 
Confirm and empower us in your mission, we pray, and help us to live the good 
news that we proclaim. 
 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit; 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
 
Song of Worship 
 
 
The First Reading: Acts 1:1-11 
 
The Psalm: Psalm 47 
 

Clap your hands, all you peoples; shout to God with loud songs of joy. 
For the LORD, the Most High, is awesome, a great king over all the 
earth. 
 
He subdued peoples under us, and nations under our feet.  
He chose our heritage for us, the pride of Jacob whom he loves. 
  
God has gone up with a shout, the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 
Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our King, sing praises. 
 

For God is the king of all the earth; sing praises with a psalm. 
  



God is king over the nations; God sits on his holy throne. 
 

The princes of the peoples gather as the people of the God of 
Abraham. 
For the shields of the earth belong to God; he is highly exalted. 

 
 
The Gospel: John 17:1-11 
 
Hymn: “Hail Thee, Festival Day” (intro, vv. 1-3, with v. 1 refrain) 
 

Hail thee, festival day!  Blest day that art hallowed forever, 
Day when our God ascends high in the heavens to reign. 
 
Lo, the fair beauty of earth, from the death of the winter is rising; 
Every good gift of the year now with its master returns. 
 
Hail thee, festival day!  Blest day that art hallowed forever, 
Day when our God ascends high in the heavens to reign. 
 
Daily the loveliness grows, adorned with the glory of blossom; 
Heaven her gates unbars, flinging her increase of light. 
 
Hail thee, festival day!  Blest day that art hallowed forever, 
Day when our God ascends high in the heavens to reign. 
 

 
The Prayers 
 
 
The Confession: 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, maker of all things, and judge of all:  
 
We acknowledge and confess our manifold sins, which we from time to time most 
grievously have committed, by thought, word, and deed, against your divine 
majesty. 
 
We do earnestly repent, and are heartily sorry for these, our misdoings. 
 
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; and for your Son Jesus Christ’s sake, 
forgive us all that is past.  
 
And grant that we may ever hereafter serve and please you in newness of life, to 
the honour and glory of your Name. 



 
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 
The Lord God have mercy upon us, pardon and deliver us from all of our sin, confirm and 
strengthen us in goodness, and keep us in eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer: 

 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name; your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. 
 
Give us this day our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we forgive those that sin 
against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  
 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are your, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Song of worship 
 
The Doxology: 

 
Glory to God, whose power working in us can do infinitely more than we could ask 
or imagine.  Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in 
Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
The Blessing 
 
The Dismissal 
 


