
Good Friday reflection 10th April 2020 
 
 
To say there is a lot in that reading is possibly the 
understatement of the day!  
 
So let’s begin by immediately reconnecting with 
what we considered for Palm Sunday and Maundy 
Thursday. 
 
We saw Jesus surrender himself to the will and 
ways of God as he rides into Jerusalem. Now we 
have a word that helps us see what  ‘surrender’ 
into the will and ways of God looks like for Jesus. 
It’s paradidomi – Jesus hands himself over to 
God’s will and ways. It is an active handing over of 
oneself into God’s will and ways, regardless of 
what is to come, even if that is to suffering. To 
surrender like this is to trust that what God will 
bring is part of his good purposes for our lives. It is 
to willingly be done to by him, according to His 
Divine Will. It is therefore a handing over that is 
done with gladness for we realise that by God’s 
grace and being his good purposes, whatever will 
come is God’s will for you and me. 
 
Now, at his trial and crucifixion we see what that 
looks like in practice. 
 



There first thing to note is what we see Jesus doing 
in actively handing himself overt in surrender to 
the ways and will of God is that he is doing 
something he has consistently done from the 
beginning:  
 

Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by 
himself; he can do only what he sees his 
Father doing.  John 5:19 

 
Jesus only does what he sees the Father doing. 
Every moment of every day he only does what the 
Father wills. 
 
This is sustaining for Jesus.  
  

34 “My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of 
him who sent me and to finish his work.   
John 4:34 
 

It is life-giving for him! Food!  
  
It is easy too! 
 
28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke 
upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 



souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is 
light.” Matthew 11:28-30 
 
For Jesus then every moment of every day is spent 
attentive to what God would have him do in every 
moment. It is an obedient, trusting attentiveness 
in each present moment to the will of God. 
 
For Jesus, this is easy. How come? Perhaps I  can 
put it this way. I suspect I am not alone in having 
spent a lot of time wondering and indeed worrying 
about what God wants me to do. I have  second 
guessed myself. I have read books about 
discovering God’s will. I have pondered about the 
future and looked back to God’s guidance in the 
past. There have been times I have gotten so 
preoccupied in looking back or forward that I have 
not actually been present, even when with other 
people!  
 
When does God want us to be trusting and 
obedient? It is always ‘here’ and ‘now’. In the 
present moment. Each day God wants us to trust 
him now! To be his salt and light now. It’s actually 
liberating! Whenever we go and whatever we do, 
God is at work in and around us. He brings us 
people and events to interact with. It requires an 
attentiveness to be present to the here and now. 
Handing ourselves over to the will and ways  



of God is to trust that all God brings is part of his 
good and perfect will for ourselves so whatever 
comes, we can abandon ourselves into the present 
moment, whether the circumstances are happy or 
challenging.  
 
We’ll look at Jesus in a moment but here is just 
one example in the Bible of someone else trusting 
in this way. 
 
Job upon hearing the calamitous news of Job 
chapter 1, and in great grief does and says this:  
 
20 At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved 
his head. Then he fell to the ground in 
worship 21 and said: 
“Naked I came from my mother’s womb, 
    and naked I will depart.[c] 
The LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; 
    may the name of the LORD be praised.” 
 
For Job to react in this way is to be present in 
every moment to the truth that God is at work.   
 
For each moment is God’s divine will which he 
brings for our good and the good of others. It 
makes no sense to us that this could include 
painful times. But how many of us have grown 



through the challenging times more than when all 
was well? I know that’s true for me.  
 
 
It’s during times when our trust in God is tested, 
that we truly discover that God is faithful. So we 
increasingly fear less and less as challenging times 
come, for God is faithful. Through those times he 
works according to his good purposes for us and  
he is perfecting us. 
 
It means we can say amen to Paul’s wonderful 
words in Romans 8:28. 
 

And we know that in all things God works for 
the good of those who love him, who[a] have 
been called according to his purpose. 

 
 What does that mean for now in these days? It 
means that we will, in the future, look back on 
these days and be grateful for the things we 
learnt. One of those things is that God is faithful.  
 
 
So as the phrase ‘hand over’ helped us to see what 
‘surrender’ meant for Jesus, I’d like to add the 
phrase ‘self-abandonment’. An active handing over 
to our lives, in self-abandonment to the present 
moment,  is what surrender looks like.  



 
For example, when arrested he says this in 
Matthew 26:52 
 
 “Put your sword back in its place,” Jesus said to 
him, “for all who draw the sword will die by the 
sword. 53 Do you think I cannot call on my Father, 
and he will at once put at my disposal more than 
twelve legions of angels? 54 But how then would 
the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen 
in this way?” 
 
There are things Jesus could do but instead he 
goes with God’s plan. He is attentive in that 
present moment to what God would have him do.  
 
After Pilate hands him over to be crucified, and 
yes, ‘hand over’ is paradidomi, Jesus is beaten, 
whipped, scourged, mocked and crucified. But 
even in the midst of all that horror and pain, he is 
attentive each moment to what God would have 
him do. Peter puts it like this in 1 Peter 2:23 
 
When they hurled their insults at him, he did not 
retaliate; when he suffered, he made no 
threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who 
judges justly.  
 



On the cross, he is still doing the ministry and task 
given him, even though under the greatest stress 
imaginable; caring for others, forgiving those 
crucifying him  and doing the will of his Father, 
conducting himself in such a way that others are 
being drawn into the Kingdom. It’s astounding!!! 
 
John 19:26-27 – Jesus hands his mother over to 
John’s care. 
 
Luke 23:33-34 – he forgives those crucifying him. 
 
And I love this : ) !!! 
 
39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled 
insults at him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save 
yourself and us!” 
40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you 
fear God,” he said, “since you are under the same 
sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are 
getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has 
done nothing wrong.” 
42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you 
come into your kingdom.[d]” 
43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you 
will be with me in paradise.” 
 



It’s a hang on in there, we are almost done. It’s 
nearly over!! 
 
And the two criminals show us two different 
responses: one an  ‘oi! Aren’t you going to do 
something?’. The other a humble trust, acceptance 
and recognition of Jesus and that his life and future 
are in Jesus’ hands. He too surrenders and hands 
himself over to Jesus.  
 
 
As we think on these things, may God be His great 
grace work in his by His Spirit, causing us to hand 
ourselves over to his good and perfect will, in self 
abandoning surrender and live in trust and 
obedience in every moment, to the glory of His 
name and the one who died for us.  
 
Now let us prayer…. 
 

Come see His hands and His feet 
The scars that speak of sacrifice 
Hands that flung stars into space 
To cruel nails surrendered 

 
 


