
It’s the first Sunday of Advent! It’s our liturgical 
new year’s day. 
 
And as we enter this period of Advent, with its 
focus on waiting, it’s an appropriate time to ask 
ourselves those kinds of questions that are always 
good to ask ourselves at the end of one year and 
beginning of another. 
  

How has the last year been for you?  
 
What would you say has been the one thing 
you have learned most about God’s 
faithfulness and love to you during these last 
twelve months? 
 
What has been highlighted in the last year as 
an area of your walk with Christ where you 
have struggled?  
 
What then would be the next steps in 
strengthening that area of our relationship with 
Jesus? 

 
It might be worth taking some time with those 
questions in the coming weeks of Advent as we 
wait. 



And in our passage today, Jesus is clearly giving 
the disciples some good advice about how we wait 
well. 
 
He is doing something similar to what he does in 
the passage we looked at two weeks ago with the 
parable of the three servants, who were given a lot 
of money by their master just before he goes 
away; and the two who were rewarded for keeping 
about his business while he was gone. 
 
Mark 13 is full of Jesus giving more such advice 
and instruction. So we need to incorporate that 
background into our thinking about today’s gospel 
reading.  
 
He starts speaking in verse 5 and its verse 5 that 
is the foundation stone for interpreting our Gospel 
reading: 
 

“Beware that no one leads you astray.”  
Mark 13:5 

 
Don’t be led astray. Don’t let anyone or anything 
lead you astray.  
 
And he outlines from verse 6 a series of things that 
will come our way that could lead us astray. Rather 
than go through it in detail, I will paraphrase:  



 
He talks about false teachers and messiahs.  
 
There will be people who claim to speak for me. 
Don’t let them lead you astray. 
 
He talks about difficult global events. 
 
There will be wars and rumours of wars, natural 
disasters such as earthquakes or famine (and we 
would add pandemics to that!), but don’t let them 
lead you to stray from me. 
 
He talks about the cost of carrying the cross. 
  
There will be persecutions, disharmony and even 
discord in the same family because of me. Indeed, 
people will hate you because of me, but don’t let 
that lead you astray, for all of this is part of being 
my disciples who will share the good news of me to 
all nations. 
 
And then he reassures. 
 
And don’t worry when you are in those situations. I 
am with you and will give you the words. You’ll 
experience the Holy Spirit in you and speaking 
through you. Endure all this and you’ll be saved. 
 



He then talks about suffering. 
 
Suffering will come but God loves you and has cut 
short those days. It won’t last forever.  So don’t let 
the suffering lead you astray. For it will end, and I 
will come! I will come in power and great glory, 
and I will gather you to myself.  
 
So be attentive to what’s going on. Watch out 
about being led astray. And you can have 
confidence in what I tell you, because...  
 

“Heaven and earth will pass away, but my 
words will not pass away.” 
Mark 13:31  

 
Jesus’ words to us will outlast the creation! So 
whatever is going on in the world, it is temporary 
compared to the eternal one at the right hand of 
the Father, whose words will never pass away.  
 
Then we have verses 32-37: 
 

“But about that day or hour no one knows, 
neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 
only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do 
not know when the time will come. It is like a 
man going on a journey, when he leaves home 
and puts his slaves in charge, each with his 



work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on 
the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do 
not know when the master of the house will 
come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at 
cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you 
asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I 
say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 
Mark 13:32-37 

 
Be aware. 
Keep alert.  
Stake awake! 
 
 
Jesus hammers home his message! 
 
But what exactly does he mean by ‘beware, keep 
alert’ in verse 33. 
 
The word for ‘keep alert’ in the original language is 
a rare word that is only used twice in the New 
Testament. Both times it is used by Jesus. Once is 
here and the only other time we find it used is in 
Luke’s account of this same dialogue between 
Jesus and his disciples in Luke 21:36. So in a 
sense then, it is only in this discussion that Jesus 
uses this particular word.   
 
It is the word ἀγρυπνεῖτε (agrypneite).  



 
It literally means ‘stay awake’ or ‘keep awake.’  
 
And it’s present imperative active. Imperative – 
command, not a polite suggestion, and it’s in the 
present tense – it is a command to do something 
and to keep on doing it.  
 
It is a command from Jesus for us, that each and 
every day we are and need to stay alert.  
 
Whatever is going on around us we are to be alert, 
awake, attentive.  
 
As we live our lives each day, whatever comes 
such as big global events, suffering, persecution, 
stay alert.  
 
I wonder if we could put it this way: that Jesus is 
saying, ‘don’t fall asleep at the wheel!’ Keep your 
eyes on the road, your direction of travel, not what 
is going on either side of the car, for we all know 
that when we are driving, our hands follow our 
eyes. 
 
Don’t fall asleep at the wheel! Keep sharp, 
attentive and mindful of the road unfolding before 
you, so that you are not led astray and thus are 
not ready when I return. 



 
You may think this could be harsh of Jesus, but I 
don’t think Jesus is being harsh or demanding. It is 
out of love that he doesn’t want any of the 
disciples here or any of us to be led astray.  
 
Perhaps this year gives us a bit of an insight into 
how the events of the world around us could lead 
us astray. The pandemic somewhat dominates our 
lives, doesn’t it? I have with somewhat bated 
breath looked at the news sometime after 3.30pm 
each day to see what the infection rate has grown 
to now. I then have a while of incomprehension 
followed by a degree of disconsolation and then 
find myself wondering what that means for us at 
St. John’s. Can we continue to hold coffee 
mornings for example, even if outside? At what 
point is going to a coffee shop or grocery store just 
too much of a risk? When are we going to see our 
families again? Will my medical procedure or 
treatment be delayed?  
 
It is easy to see, when we lay out the daily 
challenges, just how we can be led astray or take 
our eyes off the road.  
 
So it is worth asking the question, ‘has this 
pandemic impacted negatively our walk with God?’ 
 



If so, how? 
 
If so, why?  
 
Jesus never said we would be spared the challenge 
of difficult events, suffering or persecution 
happening to us and around us. Quite the opposite 
in fact.   
 
But He promises to be with us. He is the Lord of 
Heaven and Earth. His word will never pass away.  
 
Not once does Jesus say to the disciples in this 
chapter that their responsibility of bringing the 
good news of the kingdom to the world around is 
rescinded on those occasions when they are having 
a tough time.  
 
So is this pandemic pulling us away from Jesus and 
how he calls us to live, as God’s salt and light in 
the world? New year is a good time to reflect. 
 
So as we begin Advent, we wait. We hang in there, 
remaining faithful, keeping awake, attentive and 
mindful to stay on the road Jesus has set before 
us.  
 


