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Sunday April 19th 2020     John 20:19-31 
  
Hello.  Good to be with you. 
  
How are you doing in these strange and challenging days? I am finding this to be 
rather a challenge. I really do not enjoy self-isolating, neither being able to see 
people nor be together at St. John’s on a Sunday and, as for not being able to 
hang out in coffee shops,  eeesch…. 
  
How we feel will be different for each one of us.  
I have found this week to be the hardest yet.  
I am find myself becoming teary at times, and I suspect it will become harder as 
the losses accumulate. 
  
By ‘losses’ I mean the losses of the ever-increasing separation from loved ones, 
through self-isolation and distance, and the ever-increasing bereavement of 
separation from all that is precious to us. Then there is the complete helplessness 
to events and circumstances far beyond our control. And that’s all before we even 
mention issues surrounding fears for our own health or concern for the wellbeing 
of others. 
  
I found myself teary at the death announced this week, from Covid-19, of a 
football player whom I admired when a young lad. Norman Hunter. I imagine 
most Canadians have never heard of Norman Hunter. I  met Norman once. I have 
a picture of my son, Andy, standing with him. A wonderful man and the virus has 
taken him. I have found, in the maelstrom of all that is going on around us, this 
has impacted me harder than I might have expected. 
  
I share all that for it’s the real stuff, isn’t it? It’s good to acknowledge to 
ourselves, each other and our God how we are really feeling. It helps us in our 
prayers, for each other, but also for ourselves. We can bring, without fear, 
everything to our heavenly Father who considers us worth the life of his Son. 
  
Being honest with ourselves is also essential if we are to have any chance of 
learning what we discussed last week; of growing in our trust and obedience to 
God in each present moment, as we saw Jesus doing in his arrest and crucifixion. 
We have to be aware of ourselves, our feelings, and to observe them without 
judgement, while asking our God to speak into them what he wants us to learn 
about his love, his will and his grace in that moment. 
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Which brings us to our gospel reading. 
  
This was a time of great uncertainty, anxiety and confusion for the disciples, too. 
What on earth was it like for those first followers of Jesus? How are they feeling 
as they sit together in fear, with the doors locked? 
  
I imagine they, too, are in a maelstrom of emotion,  waiting for a knock on the 
door, waiting to see if the chief priests would now, having dealt with that trouble-
maker Jesus, start to round up those they knew who followed him? 
  
They were, if I might use a new phrase from 2020, self-isolating together. 
  
I therefore wonder, how some of them reacted to John and Peter wanting to run 
out and see the empty tomb? 
  
Did some of them try to stop them? “Don’t go out! You are putting all of us at 
risk!” 
  
Was there some argy-bargy by the door? 
  
Was there a moment when James yelled, “Thomas, stop him!” Is that why 
Thomas wasn’t there later? Did he decide to go somewhere he believed would be 
safer?? All speculation, of course, but I wonder. 
 
What, then, was their reaction when Jesus appeared? 
 We are told clearly in verses 19-20. We don’t have to speculate. 
  
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he 
showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw 
the Lord.  
  
Jesus’ first words to the disciples are ‘peace be with you.’ 
  
‘It’s okay,’ Jesus is saying. Of course, there would have been shock and fear 
among them and so those words would have been to help alleviate that shock 
and fear. But ‘peace be with you’ also conveys powerfully the sense that ‘all is 
well.’ Peace. Shalom. All is in God’s hands and thus all is well. We are in God’s 
hands and all is well.  
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We are... you are... Jesus’ beloved for whom Jesus died. He has you firmly in his 
grace and grip. All is well. ‘Peace be with you.’ 
  
In the maelstrom we are in, remember and hold fast to that. Jesus stands with 
you. You are in God’s hands and thus all is well. Shalom. Peace be with you. Be at 
peace. We have a faithful God! 
  
With those words Jesus shows them his hands and feet. Wonder and joy begin to 
replace fear. 
  
I wonder what we might have expected to happen next? I think I would have 
wanted someone to put the kettle on so we can start to ask Jesus all the 
questions we have had and how he might be feeling. After all he was crucified a 
couple of days ago and here he is alive in front of us! 
  
I can imagine that Jesus might say, ‘Well everyone, I can see this is a bit of a 
shock, so let me explain what the last 72 hours have been all about for, let’s be 
honest, it’s been a bit intense this week! So, yes, put the kettle on and I’ll 
explain.’  
 
‘Peter – nice mug of tea please. Two sugars.’ 
  
I can well imagine Jesus starting to explain everything. But that is not what John 
records. 
  
In verse 21 Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 
me, so I send you.’ 
  
So that’s interesting, eh! He says ‘peace be with you’ again!!! An instant reminder 
that everything is in God’s hands and thus we, the Lord’s beloved, can be at 
peace. It really is important that we grasp this and hold onto it. 
 
But why does Jesus say then, ‘As the Father sent me so I send you?’ 
 
I wonder what reaction emerged as they began to get over the shock? What did it 
do to their feeling of safety? Did they start to feel relieved? I wouldn’t be 
surprised that their minds started to go in the direction of  ‘Wow…  wow… wow!! 
Jesus is alive – he is the Messiah! Right! Let’s get the revolution underway. Let’s 
get rid of these Romans and teach these chief priests a thing or two!’ or 
something like that. 
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But Jesus cuts straight across whatever they thought was going to happen next. 
  
He simply says… 
  
‘As the Father sent me, so I send you.’ 
  
He provides no explanation of how he comes to be standing there.  
  
‘As the Father has sent me, so I send you’. 
  
Interesting isn’t it. 
  
These are the words Jesus says to the disciples. 
  
The first words he gives them are those needed to help them reorientate to what 
is to come next. 
  
No revolution. Instead and straight away, Jesus tells them they have a task to 
carry out. 
  
‘As the Father sent me, so I send you.’ 
  
It’s a missional statement and reveals something very important about our God. 
  
He is a faithful God. He is also a ‘sending God.’ 
  
The use of the word ‘sent’ and ‘send’ is, according to my rough calculation this 
week, the 49th and 50th occasion in John’s gospel alone, in which God is described 
as the God who sends. 
 
The word ‘sent’ and ‘send’ are both from the Greek word ‘apostolos.’ Yes, an 
‘apostle’ with a small ‘a’ simply means, a sent one. 
  
We tend to think of Apostolos’ with a capital ‘A’ when we hear that word, by 
which I mean ‘one of the 12 Apostles.’ Well, there are 12 Apostles who hold the 
status of being one of Jesus’ 12. But the word apostolos (with a small ‘a’) simply 
means ‘to be sent.’ 
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There is something else. When Jesus says about being ‘sent’ by the Father, it’s in 
the perfect tense. The perfect tense refers to something that happened in the 
past but has ongoing, continuing meaning and relevance. In other words, that for 
which Jesus was sent is not yet over. 
 
So, we can now understand verse 21 as Jesus saying, ‘As the Father has and 
continues to send me, so I now send you.’ 
  
So although the work of redemption is finished, Jesus is still engaged in a task 
given to him by His Father! Something else is still going on. What might that be?? 
  
More is revealed on the road to Emmaus, which we’ll look at next week. As a 
trailer, how’s this? 
  
That word ‘sent’, ‘apostolos’…?  
Well, in Latin the word for ‘sent’ is ‘missio’. It was from the word ‘send’ that we 
get the word ‘mission’. 
  
But that’s for next week.   
Until then, remember, be at peace. All is well for our God has us in his hands. 
Peace be with you. 
  
  
 


