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When we think about Maundy Thursday, we often focus on Jesus’s words 
about ‘The Last Supper’ or the washing of his disciples’ feet. Instead, I want 
to look at something about Jesus’ arrest that conencts with what we 
considered for Palm Sunday.  

 

So, it would be good, if you haven’t caught up with what we looked at on 
Sunday, to do so. You’ll find both the text and the video itself online. 

 

By way of the briefest reminders, we considered how, as Jesus rides into 
Jerusalem, he is surrendering himself not only to God’s will but also God’s 
ways.  

We considered how our own values may actually incline ourselves away from 
accepting God’s ways. We saw how important it is to trust God and his ways, 
particularly during these challenging days, even though His ways are not 
ours.  

We saw the necessity then of, like Jesus, surrendering to the ways and will 
of God but this is not easy for us.  

 

So, we turn to Mark 14:43-50.  

 

In Mark 14 it’s Jesus’ last evening with his disciples. The disciples have 
gathered, and Jesus has had a special, last, supper with them.  

 

He then says one of them would betray him (v18).  

 

It is most unfortunate that the word ‘betray’ used in most translations since 
the King James version, is not the best translation of the word in the original 
language, for by so doing it partly obscures something Mark and indeed all 
the gospel writers want us to see.  

 

There is a Greek word for traitor or betrayer. It’s the word ‘prododás’. It is 
used by Luke in the list of the 12 apostles. There he describes Judas as a 
betrayer. But that it is the only time that word is used. In numerous cases, 
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well over 20, whenever Judas is described as betrayer or betraying in all four 
gospels, it is a different word.  

 

The Greek word concerned is a wonderful word. It’s the word ‘paradidomi’. It 
means ‘to be handed over’. It’s the word used in Mark 14:10, when Judas 
decides to hand over (paradidomi)  Jesus to the chief priests. Jesus uses it 
again  used in Mark 14:41 and 42.  

 

We read him say this after grappling in prayer at Gethsemane. 

 

“Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? Enough! The hour has come; the 
Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 42 Get up, let us be going. 
See, my betrayer is at hand.” 

 

Paradidomi is used twice. The first time when he says the Son of Man is 
handed over. Again not betrayed. 

 

The second time is to describe Judas. See my betrayer is at hand. But in the 
original language its again paradidomi. Jesus describes Judas as my 
handover–er.  

 

So, there is something important about the word paradidomi, that all the 
gospel writers are trying to get us to see, that is not helped if they were to 
use the word for ‘betray or ‘betrayer’ even if that is the word the English 
translators used.  

 

As always, it’s a good golden rule to let Scripture interpret scripture, so are 
there other parts of the new testament that can help us.? There are and 
here are just two examples for the use of the word paradidomi didn’t stop 
with the gospel writers. 

The wonderful words of Romans 8:32 

32 He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will 
he not with him also give us everything else?  
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The phrase – ‘gave him up’? You got it – paradidomi 

 

Galatians 2:20 -  I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but 
Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 

 

 Gave himself? Paradidomi…. 

 

Jesus is handed over. His handover-er is Judas  

 

Jesus is not killed solely due to a plot between Judas and the chief priests!   

 

Others are involved here. Jesus himself who hands himself over and God the 
Father, who hands him over to. But for who?  

 

For whom? For you and for me! He hands himself to the will and ways of 
God who hands him over to death on a cross for you and me.  

 

So the first thing to note is that Mark wants us to see something that needs 
the word paradidomi to illustrate it. Jesus is handed over. 

 

The second thing is what Mark does next.  

To illustrate this even further Mark does something in Mark 14:50. Jesus is 
paradidomied! Up to this point, Mark’s focus as been on Jesus’ activity. Jesus 
is teaching, calling, speaking, healing, praying, going! Mark presents Jesus 
as being very active and the one doing the action. From this moment in 
Mark’s gospel, Jesus’ handing over sees a dramatic switch. The focus is still 
on Jesus, but he is no longer active. He is now passive.  

 

He is no longer the one doing! He is now receiving the doing of others. He is 
being done too.  
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Here then we see what surrendering to the will and ways of God looks like 
for us. To follow Jesus is to increasingly surrender every part of our lives to 
God. Our plans, our hopes, our values, our will and our ways to God.  

 

There is a problem with the word surrender. It’s meaning is clear but there 
are a variety of different forms of surrender. It can be done willing or, it can 
be done when there seems no other choice and be done begrudingly and 
reluctantly, even defiantly.  

 

When we talk about surrendering to the wills and ways of God, how have we 
surrendered? Willingly and gladly? Or defiantly, reluctantly, begrudingly? 

Now we have a word that helps us see what  ‘surrender’ into the will and 
ways of God looks like for Jesus. It’s paradidomi – Jesus hands himself over 
to God’s will and ways. It is an active handing over of oneself into God’s will 
and ways, regardless of what is to come, even if that is to suffering. To 
surrender like this is to trust that what God will bring is part of his good 
purposes for our lives. It is to willingly be done to by him, according to His 
Divine Will. It is therefore a handing over that is done with gladness for we 
realise that by God’s grace and being his good purposes, whatever will come 
is God’s will for you and me. 

 

So in these stranges times, how have we surrendered to God’s will and 
ways? Is it reluctantly, begrudingly, defiantly? Or have we willingly and with 
gladness handed overselves over to God’s will and ways? 

 

May God, by his Spirit, give us the trust, grace and strength to hand 
overselves over to him. We know we cannot and will not be in better hands.  


