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Our gospel reading picks up exactly where we left it last week! 
As we saw the week before, Peter has declared that Jesus is 
Messiah and Son of God, and since that moment Jesus has 
been equipping the disciples for their life together after he has 
gone.  

This has included teaching them about that wonderful phrase 
regarding binding and loosening. It’s amazing that in our life in 
the Church, as the Body of Christ, we are in partnership with 
Christ in Heaven, who is our head. It is really true to say that 
we are not alone in the world. Jesus is with you always.  

In Matthew chapter 18, Jesus’ equipping of the disciples has 
been about relationships within the Body of Christ. And in 
today’s passage, Peter takes what Jesus says about those 
relationships and asks a very practical question: ‘How many 
chances does a person get?’  

Or to put it in his own words:  

“Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister 
who sins against me? Up to seven times?” 
Matthew 18:21 

Jesus replies in these words: 

“I tell you, not seven times, but seventy times seven.” 

Matthew 18:22 

Seven was seen as the ‘divine’ number. So Peter is expressing 
what he believes to be a measure of righteousness in 
suggesting seven.  

Jesus, in using 70 x 7 raises the bar considerably. It’s not a 
finite amount of grace we extend to those who sin against us. 
It is infinite grace. And to illustrate just how infinite it is, Jesus 
tells the following parable. I love this story. If I might share 
personally, it is my favourite parable. I love the power and 
humour of it. It has also helped me see just how much I have 



been forgiven and thus keeps things in a proper perspective if I 
ever feel sinned against or wronged.  

 

So let’s look at the story. It’s one you know well and have 
considered before, no doubt.  

 

A King is calling in his debts. He is owed 10,000 talents by one 

servant and the King calls this servant in. How much is 10,000 

talents?? Well let’s start with a denarii. A denarii was a day’s 

wage. So for the sake of making this easy, let’s use Alberta’s 

provincial minimum wage which is $15 per hour. For eight 

hours work, $15 x 8 is $120. So a denarii equivalent for our 

purposes today is $120. One denarii is worth $120. 

But this guy owes 10,000 talents! How many denarii in a 

talent? Brace yourself for a shock. One talent was 6000 denarii.  

So one talent was 6000 x $120 = $720,000. And this servant 

owed 10,000 of those, which is $7,200,000,000 (Seven billion, 

two hundred million). 

My goodness!! What has he been doing to rack up such a 

debt?!? Buying himself a mansion and every member of his 

family a Ferrari or Bugatti or something?!! But how the servant 

built up the debt is not the focus of the parable. It’s about the 

King.  

The King, confronted with this recklessness, ordered that all 

the servant owned be sold to repay the debt. The servant begs 

for mercy. 



“Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay you 

everything.” Matthew 19:26b 

 

That line always makes me laugh! What! Pay back $7.2B on a 

daily salary of $120! If he gave all his wages, and never bought 

food, it would take 166 and a half years to pay it back!! But it 

is a measure of his desperation. What will the King do? 

The King took pity and didn't just give him the time – he went 

much further – he cancelled the debt!! Cancelled the debt! 

Cancelled $7 billion, 200 million!  

 

I wonder how he felt when he left?? How would you feel? 

Relieved? Stunned? Like the weight of the world was off your 

shoulders?? The debt is cancelled. You’re off the hook. You 

have your life back – a new life for you and to benefit those 

who love you and whom you love... 

 

We don’t know what he felt but we do know what he did next.  

He met a man who owed him one hundred denarii. So, again, if 

a denarii is $120, a hundred of these is $12,000.  

 

It is a tiny fraction of 1% of what he has owed and just been 

forgiven!   

 



But he doesn’t act the same as his King. He demands back his 

$12,000. 

His fellow servant uses the same words he himself used 

begging mercy of the King:  

“Have patience with me, and I will pay you!” 

Matthew 18:29b   

 

But the first servant refuses to even give him more time and 

has his fellow servant thrown into prison. Other servants who 

see this are distressed and they tell the King. So he gets the 

first servant back in and says this:  

“You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because 

you besought me; and should not you have had mercy on 

your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?”  

And in anger his lord delivered him to the jailers, till he 

should pay all his debt.  

Matthew 18:32-34 

 

So that is the scale of the forgiveness we have received from 

God. The amount owed by the first servant is an illustration 

from Jesus of just how much our selfishness, our sin, costs 

God. In this parable the theme of financial indebtedness is 

used to illustrate the deeper and richer theme of forgiveness 

and grace.  The Greek verb used, ‘aphienai,’ literally means to 

cancel a debt and here comes to mean forgiveness. 



 

Whatever we are owed, it is nothing compared to the grace and 

forgiveness God has given us, what we owe him and just how 

much we have been forgiven.  

 

The amount owed by the second servant to the first is Jesus 

illustrating that whatever we are owed, whatever sin done 

against us, it is a fraction compared to the sin we have 

committed against God.  

 

What is our response to be?  

 

Who do we identify with in this parable? Not many of us would 

wish to be identified with the servant owing an impossible debt 

to repay, who then refuses to extend the grace he has received 

to others. But the fact is that God has blessed us with the 

riches of both earth and heaven, God has forgiven us more 

than we can remember, and God gives us all the grace we 

need and more, much more. God is a God of extravagant 

generosity; in creating this world he did not just go for function 

- the needed grains, vegetables and protein. He created 

thousands of flowers for beauty, different foods for variety and 

flavour, more stars than we can count or see with our bare 

eyes! God is a God of unlimited generosity, and this generosity 

extends to his forgiveness of our sins, and his love for us 

beyond measure. How can we refuse to respond generously in 



grace and forgiveness in the face of such an abundance of 

Grace? 

 

And Jesus is blunt: 

“So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if 

you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”  

Matthew 18:35 

 

I sometimes wonder if Jesus asked the disciples ‘is any of that 

unclear??’ Sometimes his words are so blunt it doesn’t need 

explanation or unpacking. The truth of what it means for us is 

obvious and doesn’t need explaining.  

 

So, harbouring grudges – not sorting out issues – not talking to 

people because we find them difficult or we don’t agree with 

them or they don’t agree with us; leaving the church because 

people annoy us. We all have to look Jesus in the eye one day 

and give an account of how we have lived as his children. 

 

Jesus is crystal clear….forgive and love… 

 

Grace, by the Spirit of God, enables us to try to live in the 

image of God, by the fruit of the Spirit, being generous, as he 

is generous, being loving, as he is loving, and being forgiving 

as he forgives us. The truth is that we can never surpass 



God’s love, forgiveness or generosity, but here Jesus calls us 

to follow in His ways.  

  


